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Autumn 2025 - Newsletter
The nights are starting to draw in, the weather is starting to change and the leaves are
turning colour. It must be time for an autumn newsletter…

Back to St John’s
Maybe our most exciting news is that after two
years of refurbishment our home church, St
John’s in Chatham, has now reopened. And
what a transformation! A new kitchen and
servery, multiple toilets and a roof that doesn’t
leak make it ideal for our community activities
and Childrens and Families work, all of which has
now moved back from our temporary base at

Emmaus Christian Fellowship (to whom massive thanks for the last two years!) The
move was relatively painless, thanks largely to all those who
helped move all our Little Lambs toys and equipment – who
knew we had accumulated so much!

Children & Families Update
Talking about Little Lambs, our stay and play for
under 5s, it continues to grow and flourish. In
the few weeks since our move, we have had the
joy of welcoming new people in and some

others back. Friendships are growing, both between children
and between adults.

Weekly Collective Worship at our local CofE Infant school gives us a chance to meet
not only the children who attend, but also to provide an unofficial chaplaincy to the
staff. Sadly, there was little take up of our offer of a Kids Matter course in September,
but we look to try again in January.
Esther has started a Bible Study group for mums with children under 18, where we are
looking at the book of Ephesians. It’s a joy having a number of pre-schoolers with us
too.



We are looking at the best way to support a group of parents who are at different
stages of their faith journeys, but not quite at the place where they want a formal Bible
Study. We are going to offer a group which will meet after
Little Lambs on a Wednesday, starting with looking at the
power of words.

During October half term Esther ran a Holiday Club with
the assistance of another local church. Based on the story
of Jonah, St John’s was transformed unto an underwater
world of fun, games and activities for 49 children,
facilitated by 25 adults and young leaders.

Adult Outreach
Medway Oaks regularly sees over 35
people attending each week and we are
still seeing new people arrive. It’s
encouraging to see more guests staying
for the “God Slot” and particularly more of
them gaining in confidence to bring
prayers and Bible readings and share
these themselves. One particular joy has
been that more of the team are starting to
pray out loud in the pre- and post- session
prayer times.

We are also heavily involved in running “Open
Church” sessions at St John’s, providing hot
drinks and an opportunity to chat or do crafts in
a safe environment. We’ve found it’s a great
way of encouraging people to take the first step
into a church building and often leads to them
joining other activities. If you would like help or
advice on setting up a similar outreach, contact
Helen.

We are planning an Alpha course to be run jointly with St John’s, Chatham,
starting in early 2026.

For the second year, Helen has been teaching a group for the Mission and
Ministry module of the Diocese of Rochester’s Bishop’s Certificate course.
Such a great opportunity to set mission as the foundation of all that they
will be learning, and encouraging to see the enthusiasm for evangelism in
many of the candidates.



Recent talks at Emmaus, Wouldham & St John’s

Out and About
Helen loves going to other churches
and groups to talk about the work of
the Centre of Mission, as does
Esther, though
she is only
available during
the week. We
are both happy
to preach or just
give an update, so
if you’d like one of
us to come and

talk to your Church or group, please get in touch.

Trevor continues to act as Community Pastor in Gillingham and is talking to many
people about this work. He has been accepted on to the Licenced Lay Ministry course,
starting when he completes the Bishop’s Certificate course in early 2026.

Trevor, Helen and Roger
(Helen’s husband and CA
Volunteer) had the joy of
attending the Church
Army Re-Gathering in
October at High Leigh in
Hertfordshire. There

were many highlights, but 2 in particular were
Trevor’s amazing talent for hair-plaiting and Roger’s
previously hidden ballet skills, both of which came to
light during the Wednesday evening entertainment.

We really couldn’t do what any of what we do without your support. We see this as a
partnership where we learn from each other, so it would be great to hear what’s going
on in your context.

Supporting Our Work
There are a number of ways to support what we are doing in Medway:

Pray – Please pray for all of our activities, for our staff and volunteers, and for those that we come
into contact with, that lives will be changed and people will be brought into closer relationship with
God.

Be inspired – We would love to expand our activities and groups into other churches around
Medway and offer advice and help with setting up groups and other missional activities. For more
information, or to discuss opportunities to volunteer at the Centre of Mission please contact Helen
(details below).



Spread the Word – Tell your friends what we are doing or send them this newsletter. Helen is
also happy to talk to churches or other missional groups about the work of Church Army and to share
some of the real stories of the lives we’ve seen changed.

Financial Support – It’s a real-world fact that everything we do costs money and there is never
enough. If you or your church would like to financially bless the work we are doing we can assure you
we will put the funds to good use. Regular giving is the best way to support our work as it helps us to
budget, meaning we can focus more on the frontline work. However, every gift makes a difference.

Legacies - An often overlooked but very valuable means of support is the inclusion of a gift to
Church Army in your will. Please prayerfully consider if this is something you would be able to do.

To Support Medway Centre of Mission specifically please quote reference: 1177

Donate Online: churcharmy.org/donate

By Phone Call 0300 123 2113 to make a card donation over the phone or to request a
Direct Debit mandate for a regular gift

Internet banking Barclays Bank
Sort Code: 20-49-81 Account Number: 80255459
Account Name: The Church Army

Standing Order Email Helen (details below) for a form

By Post Send cheques made payable to “Church Army” to Church Army, Wilson Carlile
Centre, 50 Cavendish Street, Sheffield, S3 7RZ

Church Army is a registered charity so donations
by qualifying individuals can be enhanced by Gift
Aid – Contact Church Army for a Giftaid
declaration form.

If you would like to do a fundraising event to support our work please contact Church Army’s
Fundraising Team on 0300 123 2113

Thank you for your support!
Contact Details

Helen Kiralfy – Lead Evangelist helen.kiralfy@churcharmy.org
Esther Barnett – Pioneer Evangelist (children & families)esther.barnett@churcharmy.org
Trevor Dyer - Pioneer Evangelist (community pastor) trevor.dyer@churcharmy.org

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/MedwayCOM
For more general information about Church Army see www.churcharmy.org

Medway Centre of Mission is a partnership between the Diocese of Rochester and Church Army,
based at St John’s, Chatham.


