AppendixB
Newry Centre of Mission: Gensus 2021

Church Army’s Research Unit
Local context

This section of the report describes, at a high level, the characteristics of the area in which the
CoM operates. Since many Centres of Mission are set up via a partnership between Church Army
and a host diocese, each CoM’s area of operation is compared to the population profiles of the
local diocese as well as the nation as a whole.

The tables and figures in this section describe the CoM’s area of operation in terms of:

e Age
o Ethnicity
e Religion

« Self-reported general health
e Household composition

All the data in this section of the report were collected in the Northern Ireland Statistics and
Research Agency’s 2021 national census.

Methodology

Researchers consulted the Lead Evangelist at each CoM in order to determine the specific
geographical areas in which the CoM operates. These might include, for example, the specific
estate on which a CoM runs its activities, or a particular area of housing inhabited by regular
attendees of the CoM’s activities. The population characteristics of these areas were
approximated via a weighted summation of the populations of the small areas of statistical
geography (i.e. output areas) that intersected the area described by the Lead Evangelist. The
weights for this summation were the respective relative intersections of each small area with
the area under consideration.
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Age

Figure 1 and Table 1 respectively show the ages of the population at the local, diocesan and
national level.

The area local to Newry CoM has an age profile that is very similar to that of the diocese and
to Northern Ireland as a whole.
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Figure 1: Population ages in 10 year bands

CoM Diocese Northern Ireland

0-9 years old 13% 12% 13%

10-19 years old 12% 12% 13%

20-29 years old 12% 13% 12%

30-44 years old 20% 20% 20%

45-59 years old 20% 20% 20%

60-69 years old 11% 11% 11%

70+ years old 11% 13% 12%

Table 1: Population ages in 10 year bands
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Ethnicity

Figure 2 and Table 2 show, at a very high level, the self-reported ethnicity of the population
across each geography.

The ethnicities of the population local to Newry CoM are very similar to those within the diocese
and within Northern Ireland in general. 96% of the population are white.
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Figure 2: Population ethnicities
CoM Diocese Northern Ireland
White 96% 96% 97%
Mixed 1% 1% 1%
Indian 1% 1% 1%
Chinese 0% 1% 0%
Other 2% 2% 2%

Table 2: Population ethnicities
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Religion
Figure 3 and Table 3 show the religious beliefs of the population across each geography.

Approximately 4 out 5 people within the local population are Roman Catholic, and fewer than
10% of the local population belong to any other Christian denomination. This is a markedly
different religious profile to that of the diocese, in which other Christian denominations
outnumber Catholics slightly, and people who identify as having ‘no religion’ are much more
common.
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Figure 3: Population religions

CoM Diocese Northern Ireland
Catholic 81% 34% 42%

No religion 9% 23% 17%

Other Christian 7% 40% 37%

Not stated 2% 2% 2%

Other religions 1% 2% 1%

Table 3: Population religions
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General health

Figure 4 and Table 4 show the self-reported general health of the population across each
geography.

Self-reported general health outcomes are broadly similar across the nation, the diocese and
the area local to Newry CoM.
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Figure 4: Population self-reported general health

CoM Diocese Northern Ireland
Very bad 3% 2% 2%

Bad 6% 6% 6%

Fair 14% 13% 14%

Good 28% 29% 29%

Very good 49% 50% 50%

Table 4: Population self-reported general health
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Household composition

Household composition can be summarised in a variety of ways. This report gives a high-level
overview of households before considering several sub-sections of all households in more detail.

Overview of household composition

Figure 5 and Table 5 give a summary of the prevalence of different kinds of household across
all geographies. These are: Households composed of a lone parent and their children,
households composed of a couple (with or without children), households composed of a single
occupant, and all other households.

At a high level, household composition within the local area is similar to that of the diocese
and that of Northern Ireland. However, there is a slightly higher prevalence of lone parents,
and a corresponding reduction in couples and lone occupants.
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Figure 5: Population household distribution overview

CoM Diocese Northern Ireland
Couple 39% 41% 42%
Lone occupant 30% 32% 31%
Lone parent 18% 13% 14%
Other 14% 14% 14%

Table 5: Population household distribution overview
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Couples

Figure 6 and Table 6 show the distribution of households comprised of a couple, with or without
children. These couples may be cohabiting, married, or living in a civil partnership. These
households may also include one member in addition to the couple and their children, such as
a lodger or a grandparent. Couple-households in which all members are over the age of 65 are
considered separately to these households.

Couple-households account for 39% of all households in the local area, which is only slightly
lower than the national average. Relative to other couple-households, couples with no
dependent children are slightly more common locally than elsewhere.
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Figure 6: Household distribution - couples

CoM Diocese Northern Ireland
Couple w/ dep. children 18% 19% 20%

Couple (no children) 11% 14% 13%

Couple w/ no children dep. 9% 8% 9%

Table 6: Household distribution - couples
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Lone occupants and single parents

Figure 7 and Table 7 show the distribution of households comprised of either a single occupant
or a single parent living with their children (who may or may not be dependent children). Lone
occupants over the age of 65 are considered separately to other lone occupants.

Lone occupants are marginally less common locally than elsewhere, whereas lone parents are
slightly more common: Lone parent households account for 17% of local households but only
13% of households within the diocese.
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Figure 7: Household distribution - Lone occupants & single parents

CoM Diocese Northern Ireland
Lone occupant (other) 19% 19% 19%

Lone occupant (66+ y.0) 11% 12% 12%

Lone parent w/ dep. children 10% 8% 9%

Lone parent w/ no children dep. 7% 5% 6%

Table 7: Household distribution - Lone occupants & single parents
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Other
Figure 8 and Table 8 show the distribution of households not described in previous subsections.
These include households comprised of:

Other households comprised of a single family. This group includes any family households

in which all people are aged 66 years and above
Any other households, including residential care homes and shared accommodation

Other single-family households are less common in the local area than they are at other levels,
whereas other kinds of household are slightly more common.
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Figure 8: Household distribution - Other compositions

CoM Diocese Northern Ireland
Other families (inc. all 66+ y.0.) 8% 9% 9%
6% 5% 4%

Other households

Table 8: Household distribution - Other compositions
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Local Deprivation

Figure 9 shows a map of relative deprivation of the local area. Small areas that are coloured in
red are in the 5% most deprived areas nationally, those coloured orange are in the 10% most
deprived, and those coloured yellow are in the 20% most deprived. Transparent areas are
outside of the 20% most deprived areas in the nation. The bold, black line shows the area of
the CoM’s operations, as determined by the Lead Evangelist.

Relative deprivation data is sourced from the 2017 Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation
Measures (NIMD). If you would like to know more about NIMD, you can find out about it here.
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Figure 9: fig-cap: Map of local deprivation (NIMD2017)


https://www.nisra.gov.uk/sites/nisra.gov.uk/files/publications/NIMDM17-%20with%20ns.pdf

