
EDGE COMMUNITY SELBY: A CHURCH ARMY CENTRE OF MISSION
Spring 2022  Edge Community Selby is Christian outreach to the people of Flaxley Rd estate, 
Selby.  It is a partnership between St James Church Selby and Church Army.  For 15+ years we 
have shared Christian faith in both words and loving action to hundreds of children, teens and 
families, and grown a new Christian community Edge Community.

Edge Community celebrated its thirteenth 

anniversary in April, although at the time it felt quite a 
low point in the life of this fledgling Christian 
community: Numbers have been really down this year, 

commented Mark. 
ristians to help 

sustain what we are doing; there are just four of us to 
make church happen every week, with worship, 
teaching, 

Part of the problem seems to have been a 
falling out between some members.

Yet just a few weeks later things are turning around. 
Numbers are up at different activities and folk we have 

not seen in a while are returning. We are working 
towards reconciliation and healing. A great moment was when one member announced that she
now feels ready to become free of an addiction she has had for 15 years, and is working with an 
agency to do that.

Yet God does not call us to stand still and we continue to look to draw new people into the life 
and faith of Edge Community. We are praying for faithful Christians who might contribute even 
in small way, like assisting with the children .

Do pray for us in this, and for the Edge Team as we have a series of Days Away to reflect on our 
vision, calling and life together, and what God might be saying to us.

try this at home!
This Spring we relaunched our regular 
(roughly monthly) social events with 
food and little bit Christian input. Edge 
Community is partnering with St James 
and their Squiggles and Wiggles parent 
and toddler group. Our Good Friday 
Family Fun event included craft 
activities and food. We all then went 
into the church building for an Easter 
Egg hunt. 

power to break sin and death.



Growing in evangelism 
Building relationships with people takes times and effort. It can at 
times feel we are doing all the running. This text came through from 
a guy on the estate who Richard has known from a number of years. 

, and only one 
of the regulars came and joined in. Years of occasional bumping into 
and chats have followed, leading event
his struggles with his mental health.  

The real turning point was Richard sharing some of his struggles one 
en thinking about who it is right to be vulnerable with, 

and when. In Envoy (below) we spent some time thinking about power 
dynamics in relationships
well he asked her for something: whereas we often feel we should 
always be serving others. I felt it right I should be vulnerable with 

out things I was finding hard. He 
It was a few months 

feels like a significant next step in our relationship, and I pray that as 
trust grows, truth can be shared in love.

rather than 
 And yes, the quiz was fun and we won! 

Who might you be vulnerable with, who is not a Christian? Not to burden them, but to be real, 
and perhaps to challenge the sense that you have the power, and you always help them? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Claire John       

Denise 

Bev 

I hope you are 
well. I am a 

struggling a bit 
with insomnia 

and withdrawal 
from pain meds 
and could do to 
have a beer and 
a natter. Fancy 
joining me for 

the quiz on 
 

For me, to learn 
the value of really 
being heard and 
really hearing. 

Half a dozen members of St James Church, Selby, took 
 programme. Envoy is all about 

building supportive relationships, where we can grow in 
understanding how we best share our faith. With each 

in confidence. 

It gave me a clearer 
understanding that Gods 
spirit works through me, 
using my unique personality 
and gifts. And we don't have 
to give all of God's message 
at once - getting it across 
the bridge a bit at a time   Envoy was a great 

encouragement. I 
was reminded to 
start from where the 
other person is, not 
from where you 
think they should be. 

Envoy created a 
safe & supportive 
community to 
explore sharing 
my faith in my 
own unique way. 

Could you form an Envoy group in your church, or join one online? More info at www.envoy.website 



JAFFA Club 
Sadly JAFFA came to a stop at Christmas, at least for now. JAFFA began in September 2007, and 

took its place. 

In some ways JAFFA was a victim of its own success, with numbers having grown before the 
pandemic and it restarted well in September. Lovely, lovely children, but a number with 
challenging behaviour due to their particular needs and / or issues. Faithful volunteers felt they 
needed to step down and no-one sufficiently 
experienced stepped forward.  

We thank God for all the children who have been 
blessed and witnessed to over the years, and for 
the various leaders and helpers who have 
contributed in different ways. We continue to 
look for ways to reach children and young people, 
and help them know Jesus in a life changing way. 

Pray that God would provide the vision, the 
people and the right venue(s) for this to happen. 

Emotional Logic 
This group, led by St James members Jenna and Bev, 
has been helping some women work with the emotions 
that come from various kinds of loss. Emotional Logic is 
a practical tool to help people make good use of 
emotions we find difficult, like anger and guilt.  

said, Now when I get angry, instead of 
shouting I can take time to be calm. 

 know what I 
mean? 
to have feelings. I wished I had talked about things a 
long time ago, instead of blocking it out with other 
things, cos you still have to deal with it 10 years down 
the line when you 

or whatever. So we need to talk about feelings and learn what to do with them.   
Please pray that these women will continue to learn to use difficult emotions for good, and pass 
on that skill to others; for Richard, Amy, Bev & Jenna to hone their skills to help others further. 

Community Hub update 
ilding on Flaxley Rd (the old Co-op) is still awaiting 

development. Architects will discuss a tender with the partnership at the end of May / early 
June. The partnership (of which Richard is a member) will then have to decide on whether to 
get 100% of the work done in one go by the builder, or whether to leave some elements to local 
residents; this would encourage and allow ownership by local people, but would take longer. If 
the tender is accepted in full then work would begin in November and take 3-4 months.  

Please pray with us  the vision for a community space where people can find welcome, love and 
practical help - and potentially a relationship with God - has been long in coming. Establishing 
this could tra

 



I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT CHURCH ARMY: SELBY CoM
Please return to Church Army, Wilson Carlile Centre, 50 Cavendish Street, Sheffield, S3 7RZ

Type of donation: One-off* / Regular* (please send me a direct debit)  *delete as appropriate

Amount of donation: £__________      Payment method: Cheque* / Debit card*

Card Number: __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __

Valid from: __ __ /__ __     Expires end __ __ / __ __

Signature_____________________________________ Date_________________

_____________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________Postcode:____________________

work. (please tick)

Tel:____________________________Email:____________________________________

Using your personal information Data Protection
Church Army is committed to processing the personal data you provide us with in a fair, lawful and 
transparent manner. We will only use your data for the purposes you have provided it for and in line with 
the consents you have given. We will not share your data with any third parties, except for those acting 
as our agents. Further details in relation to the data we hold, how that data will be processed and your 
rights in relation to that data are set out in our privacy notices and our data protection policy which can 
be found at www.churcharmy.org/dataprotection


