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WELCOME TO CATALYST
Welcome to the summer issue of Catalyst – the first I am privileged to be introducing since my arrival
as CEO of Church Army.
My first few weeks have been filled with discovery. I had done my homework on Church Army of
course, but it is one thing to have logged the information, and quite another to touch and taste and
see the reality.
The mission of Church Army is marked by this very thing. The determination that we will not just log
the information with a world in need, but live the Good News of which we speak. We will live it in ways
that the people and communities to whom God sends us can touch, and taste, and see.
My own journey of discovery with Church Army is just beginning and I am eagerly looking forward
to first-hand encounters with the people and contexts in which we serve. For now Catalyst is one of
the ways in which I am encountering God’s work through Church Army. Join me then, in this issue, in
discovering what God is doing in Ballina in the Republic of Ireland.
Thank you for all that you do to support us. In this issue of Catalyst you will read stories of hope
amongst those who might have had little reason to hope. This is what you are doing when you pray
for us, volunteer with us, give to us. You bring hope – thank you so much in Christ’s name.

Peter Rouch
Chief Executive Officer
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WHAT’S NEW?
THIS IS WHAT WE HAVE BEEN UP TO...

XPLORE & REUNION
Well done to those who have recently completed their journey with the Xplore (18-30s) and Reunion
(over 30s) Communities. It's always encouraging to see people discover their way of evangelism
and start living into it. We’ve seen growth in these communities over the years which now includes
groups in Germany, USA and Canada. Rather than add more layers and names to our work we
decided to simplify by bringing Xplore and Reunion together under a new name but retain the two
age streams. Going forward, Envoy (which means ‘a messenger’) will be the name for both the
Xplore and Reunion communities.
Envoy will remain a step-by-step coaching community running annually October - May to help
participants make evangelism a natural way of life.
Find out more and apply: www.churcharmy.org/envoy
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NEW APPOINTMENTS TO OUR FRONTLINE WORK
Jack Wright began as Pioneer Evangelist
in the Wrexham Centre of Mission on the
7 June.

Vicky Bell has been appointed as Pioneer
Evangelist for Sorted / Bradford Centre
of Mission.

Simon Morbey started in Haverfordwest
Centre of Mission as Pioneer Evangelist at the
end of May.

Jeni Nottingham has been appointed as Pioneer
Evangelist in our Blackpool Centre of Mission.

CAPTAIN GRAHAM NUNN CA
We are sad to report that Graham Nunn died on Sunday 6 June after a period of illness. Graham
was widely known in the Canterbury Diocese and beyond as a Children’s Missioner and worked
in many schools reaching thousands of children.

ADVENT APPEAL
Our Advent appeal was on the theme of mental
health and called - Imagine a World. Together
we raised £41,943 all of which goes to our work
in support of mental health issues. Thank you for
your generosity and interest in this work.

CONNECT WITH US
You can find out what we are up to in real time by
following any of our social media channels.

@CHURCHARMY
@CHURCHARMYUKI
@CHURCHARMY

YOUR SAVINGS,
SAVING LIVES
Money saved in the average UK household per week, over lockdown:*

CLOTHES

£34.39

RUNNING A CAR

£34.14

We’ve all been through a lot of change in the last
year. Throughout various stages of lockdown
there isn’t one person who hasn’t had to adapt
to a new way of doing things in one or more
areas of their life. Lots of things have changed;
the way we work, the way we socialise, the way
we look after ourselves, and even the way we
spend our money.
Our income and our outgoings have been an
area of significant change but that change hasn’t
been the same for everyone. With lockdown
closing shops, restricting the freedom to travel
and eat out, the opportunity for ‘frivolous
spending’ hit an all-time low during 2020. This
means people are coming out of lockdown with
a lot more money saved up than before, but
sadly that’s not the case for everyone.
In 2020 around 828,000 employees lost their
jobs between February and December.
With some people saving, some having to live
out of their savings, and others struggling to
make ends meet, the common ground is that
our spending priorities have changed.

MEALS OUT

£33.57

PUB VISITS

£27.00

HOW ARE YOUR
FINANCES RIGHT NOW?
As we emerge out of lockdown we once again
start to re-engage with the freedom to spend
money. But for many people money is an
awkward thing to talk about… unemployment,
redundancy, cut hours, loss of customers
for small businesses. Talking about personal
finances can be embarrassing or intrusive.
For all of us, the last 15 months have mostly
been characterised by the struggles associated
with coronavirus; we have had to adapt to a new
lifestyle with strict limitations on where we can
go and who we can see, we’ve had to learn to
keep ourselves and others safe from a danger
that isn’t visible, and there’s also been a whole
host of small changes to daily life that we have
had to come to terms with as we learn to adapt
to a new way of doing life.
Sadly, that isn’t the case for everyone.
Studies have shown that the households
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who were struggling before the pandemic,
struggled even more during it. While betteroff families saved on average more than
£300 a month during the first lockdown, it
is estimated that the poorest households in
the UK were worse off by £170 each month.
[The Institute for Fiscal Studies]
The estates where families and individuals
have suffered these financial struggles are the
places where Church Army are working to build
community and alleviate the pain that comes
with not being able to afford the basics.
If you have managed to save money over the last
year through not eating out or travelling, could
you help us work with some of the less fortunate
who have come out of the pandemic even worse
off? In your prayers ask God what your response
should be and if you might help us with a regular
monthly donation or a one-off gift.

THANK YOU.
*https://metro.co.uk/2020/07/10/slashed-spendingsaved-money-lockdown-how-keep-saving-12973582/
Sources:
https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/markets/
article-9517971/Britons-saved-150bn-lockdown-spent.
html
https://metro.co.uk/2020/07/10/slashed-spendingsaved-money-lockdown-how-keep-saving-12973582/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/
dec/07/uk-covid-savings-haldane-bank-of-england
https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/15146
https://ifs.org.uk/uploads/BN308-Spending-andsaving-during-the-COVID-19-crisis-evidence-frombank-account-data_2.pdf
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HOP ON!
The Ballina Centre of Mission, based in County
Mayo in the Republic of Ireland, is building
bridges through schools work, Bible studies,
and food distribution. The community bus
project has been an important resource, parking
up around the town and acting as a drop-in hub
for people who are isolated, lonely, or those
wanting to connect with Jesus.
Ballina is the largest town in County Mayo in the
Moy valley surrounded by beautiful mountains. It
is home to a divided and polarised community.
10% of the population are from the, often
marginalised, traveller community and the many
isolated farms which surround the town. The
area sadly has a particularly high suicide rate.
Church Army’s Emma Rodrigues (Lead
Evangelist) and Marian Edwards (Pioneer
Evangelist) are based here and catalyse churches
and local agencies to help meet the practical,
educational, and spiritual needs of people of
all ages. They work as part of Ballina Churches
Together, an ecumenical partnership formed
of the four main Christian denominations Catholic, Church of Ireland, Methodist, and
Presbyterian. This partnership is particularly
special in light of Ireland’s historical tension
between Protestant and Catholic groups.

Emma

The community bus project launched in January
2019 after Ballina Churches Together bought
and refurbished an old library bus. Eamon
arrived at Catholic Cathedral where the bus was
launched, saying he distinctively felt led to the
cathedral that evening. Eamon, a musician and
someone who had not really been to church for
years, offered to become one of the bus’ first
drivers.
Eamon was experiencing difficult things in his
life – he had separated from his wife and was
currently living with his mum; there was a lot to
process.
During his time as a bus driver, Eamon had
heard and seen Emma, Marion, and their team
share gospel stories with children on housing
estates and had joined the volunteer events.
As he saw the team’s faith in action, he noticed
something was different about them.
Eamon began speaking of how his life had
started to change since being involved with the
bus project, and how he wanted to know more
about Jesus. Some of his musician friends also
began noticing how his outlook had altered.
Emma invited Eamon to a Bible study, and he
started attending local Christian meetings. He
was engaging with the discussions and began
thinking about how Jesus was relevant to
his life.
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A spiritual hunger was awakened, and this
overflowed into Eamon’s song writing. He began
writing Christian songs, and some of these were
sung at the Methodist Church Service on Zoom
last Christmas.
Emma tells of how Eamon “has recognised
God’s calling on his life and wishes to use his
musical gifts to pursue this.” God has been
working in Eamon’s life, and the relationships
through the bus project have been pivotal in
this.

Marian

God has also been working in the lives of those
– like Oisin* - who drop-in to the bus.

These conversations were a great way to explore
faith, but Marian also says they helped her form
a posture of humility; listening, and learning
because they didn’t always have the answers to
the big questions of life.

Last September Marian met Oisin whilst in
Ballina’s Tesco car park for a drop-in. It became
apparent that Oisin was finding life really difficult
and was dealing with this through a dependence
on alcohol. He’d previously worked for US
companies, travelled the world, and supported
many charitable endeavours, but life had taken
a turn for the worse and Oisin was struggling.
The bus gave Oisin a place to connect with
others without judgement and ask his questions
about faith. He also asked Marian and the bus
project volunteers why they believed in God
and why they lived in the way they did.

Oisin told Marian that he sees Christians as
trustworthy people. And so, Marian continues
to pray that this trust may be the first step Oisin
takes towards discovering Jesus as the centre of
mission continues to share God’s love through
their actions and their conversations.
*name changed
Emma led the centre of mission from its start in 2016
until the end of June 2021.

Please be praying for the work of Ballina
Centre of Mission and particularly for the
bus project as it connects with people
in the community. If you would like to
support the work of this centre of mission,
please donate online at:
churcharmy.org/donate

COME HERE AND
WALK AMONG US
I met Emma for the first time in 2016, shortly
after she’d accepted the position of Lead
Evangelist. In 2018 she was joined by Marian.
They became a very formidable team - Emma
gentle, welcoming, and caring; Marian
vibrant, passionate, and dynamic. A team that
befriended all. They welcomed the marginalised,
the lonely, the lost, the hurting, the wounded,
and the misfit. They shared a winsome yet clear
presentation of the gospel and empathised with
the broken and wounded.
I write these lines as one of the many volunteers
who worked and walked alongside Emma and
Marian, and the many volunteer bus drivers, on
a weekly basis. We worked as a unit and enjoyed
the fellowship, work, and unity that ensued.
The community bus was a tremendous asset
and blessing to Ballina and its environs. It was
God’s appointed vehicle of opportunity, a safe
haven, an open door to meet and gather and get
to know both young and old, in a relaxed, nonthreatening, and friendly environment.
The Cupan tae and sing-alongs were always
welcome, and many emerged from the bus both
refreshed and invigorated. Although the bus
has had its day due to circumstances beyond
our control, the work will continue - new ways
of operation, more open doors, and methods
of outreach.
As a volunteer I have learned and gleaned so
much during these five years. I admire Emma
and Marian's commitment and consistency
to the weekly ‘Children's Hour’ in the various
estates despite the inclement weather. Reward
enough was the joy on the little faces and the

happy chant from the approaching children
- "Hurry, hurry, the Big Blue Bus IS HERE".
I will never forget the wonderful fellowship,
impromptu times of prayer, times of laughter
and song, times of excitement and expectation.
Times we sought God’s protection and saw
answers to our prayers almost immediately. No
one could doubt the sense of God’s presence. I
could go on and on.
The delicious meals prepared by Marian,
Robson, and volunteers were enjoyed by all. I
could speak of the visitations to the lonely, the
sick, and the hurting. Visits and return visits
too numerous to mention; the street ministry,
the Blessing Bags, and - one of my favourite
activities - The Prayer Walks, especially those
by the River Moy. The involvement of Church
Army has brought nothing but blessings to the
Ballina area.
It is impossible to measure the tremendous work
done by both ladies, as led by the Holy Spirit
and empowered by Almighty God. Positive
relationships have been established, seeds
have been sown, and stones of obstruction
have been removed. Lives have been touched
and changed utterly.
Thank you Emma and Marian for all you have
done in our community.
Philippians 1:6 comes to mind; God will continue
His work and bring it to completion.
Beannacht De libh go Leir.
God bless you all.
Eithne Mayock Ballina Churches Together Volunteer
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Since 1882 Church Army has been sharing
the Good News of Jesus with a world which
desperately needs to know the hope and love
of our Saviour. We hope you are inspired by the
stories of transformation you read in Catalyst
and online. There are SO many more stories we
could tell and there are others just waiting to be
written from areas we’re not yet working in. We
would love YOU to help us grow our frontline
work by taking on the 1882 Challenge between
18-26 September.

Here’s how it works: Dream up
challenge around the numbers 18
82 which you think your friends
colleagues will sponsor you to
It could be:

any
and
and
do.

• 18 laps of your garden
• 82 lengths of your local
swimming pool
• 1,882 rows of knitting in a scarf
• Or something totally different –
it’s your challenge!

Go to justgiving.com to start fundraising for Church Army – setting up your fundraising page
is so easy!
Tell all your friends and family what you’re doing and remember to give them the link to sponsor
you – email and social media is the best way to do this. Remember to tell us as well so we can pray
for you and share what you’re doing with other supporters.
Finally – have fun with your challenge and send us any photos and maybe a short description of
what you did and why you think it’s important. We’d love to hear from you. You can email us at
fundraising@churcharmy.org or call our Supporter Engagement Team on 0300 123 2113.

WAYS TO GIVE
PLEASE ALWAYS QUOTE: SUPPORTER ID REF (ON ADDRESS SHEET) AND CATALYST
Regular Giving helps us to budget more effectively. You can set up a Standing Order with
your bank using the details below or download a Direct Debit mandate from our website
churcharmy.org/directdebit
Donate Online: (including donations In Memory or In Celebration of a loved one)
churcharmy.org/donate

BY PHONE:
Call us on 0300 123 2113 (+44 300 123 2113 from Republic of Ireland)

INTERNET BANKING: (UK)

INTERNET BANKING: (REP. OF IRELAND)

Barclays Bank
Sort Code: 20-49-81
Account: 80255459
Account Name: Church Army

Bank of Ireland
Sort Code: 90-00-33
Account: 59292933
Account Name: Church Army

BY POST:
Cheques made payable to ‘Church Army’ should be sent to Church Army, Wilson Carlile Centre,
50 Cavendish Street, Sheffield, S3 7RZ

TRANSFORMATION GIFTS:
Buy a gift for a loved one in honour of a birthday, anniversary or other special day and change lives
churcharmy.org/TG

ETERNAL LEGACIES:
One in four of our frontline projects are funded by gifts left to us in a Will.

GIFT AID:
If you pay tax we can claim 25% extra on
your donation from HMRC at no cost to you.
Complete your Gift Aid Declaration online
churcharmy.org/giftaid

Church Army,
Wilson Carlile Centre,
50 Cavendish Street,
Sheffield, S3 7RZ
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