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WELCOME TO CATALYST
When the weather starts to get warmer it reminds me of Psalm 74:17 which says “It was you who set
all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter.” This year I am particularly aware
of the season change, mostly because it feels like we will soon be heading out of the long season of
lockdown and can once more start seeing the people we love and doing the things we love.
This verse also reminds me of God’s creation and governance over the whole world. Although the
pandemic has been a dark and difficult time and many things have felt out of control, the seasons still
turn at the same speed and God in his faithfulness remains present in all aspects of life.
For us as Church Army the last season has been many things: it has been a season of stepping up
and stepping out in faith to meet the needs of individuals and communities who have been hit hard
throughout coronavirus; it has been a season of waiting and trusting God for our next CEO; and it
has been a season of new beginnings as we continued to partner with dioceses and launch centres of
mission in some of the toughest spots around the UK and Ireland.
In this edition of Catalyst you will find some of the stories of God’s faithfulness through these seasons:
you’ll find out about the beginning of new resources, designed to train and develop local leaders in
lay evangelism; you’ll read about the new Langley Centre of Mission, bringing hope to the streets and
launched while there is no-one on the streets; and you’ll also get to meet Church Army’s new CEO.
As you read, I pray that you’ll be inspired by what your support makes possible.

Chris Hardy
Publicattions Officer
Communications Team
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WHAT’S NEW?
THIS IS WHAT WE HAVE BEEN UP TO...

DISCOVERY DAY - 22 MAY
Do you have a passion to bring people to a living faith in Jesus Christ? Are you committed to building
community and sharing the Christian faith through words and action in a variety of contexts? Do
you feel called to be part of a community of commissioned evangelists who are transforming lives
and neighbourhoods?
Join Church Army’s Online Discovery Day on 22 May. During the day you will hear more about the
work and mission of Church Army, hear from some of our evangelists and explore whether training
with Church Army is right for you.
Go to www.churcharmy.org/discoverydays for more details.

NEW FROM WALES
Ruach Mitchell has been appointed as Pioneer Evangelist working at our Cross Hands Centre of
Mission alongside Esther Lockley. If you would like to be inspired by some of the incredible work
going on in Cross Hands right now, you can head over to www.youtube.com and search for Impact
242 Cross Hands.
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NEW CENTRE OF MISSION LAUNCHED
The North Sutton Centre of Mission in South London (Diocese of
Southwark) launched on 18 April with the licensing of Tracy Marlow as
Lead Evangelist.
Tracy comes to Church Army with great experience of growing and
deepening new Christian community in an estate context and a real
passion to share God’s love in the most challenging places. She will be
working with the members of the two churches on the St Helier Estate
to reach out to that community.

XPLORE AND REUNION

Tracy

Applications for Xplore (18-30s) and Reunion (30s and over) are now open. If you, or someone you
know, would like to explore your gifting in evangelism, in your context, in community, please visit:
www.xplore.org.uk or www.myreunion.org.uk
Applications close on Friday 3 September 2021
Xplore & Reunion run from 13 September 2021 to 27 May 2022

Being
Throughout Lent we ran our Being Salt & Light series. During this
time we heard inspiring and uplifting stories from some of Church
Army’s Evangelists-in-Training and we have been delighted by
your feedback:
“Since the Salt and Light reflections started Jesus has really blessed me in bringing the Gospel
message to others. Three people in my circle of friends have received Him into their hearts over
the past seven weeks. Praise Jesus for this amazing blessing and for presenting the opportunities
to come alongside people we were praying for.”
- Dierdre (Dee); supporter
Don’t forget, you can still listen to all the
Being Salt & Light reflections at:
www.churcharmy.org/BS&L

CONNECT WITH US
You can find out what we are up to in real time by
following any of our social media channels.

@CHURCHARMY
@CHURCHARMYUK
@CHURCHARMY

MEET PETER ROUCH
In our last edition of Catalyst we announced that a long-anticipated appointment had been made
for the position of CEO. Since we said goodbye to Mark Russell in July 2019, Church Army has
been in a season of praying and waiting for the next person to carry forward our vision of faith
through words and action. We are now delighted to welcome Peter Rouch, who will be taking up
the position of Church Army’s Chief Executive in May.
Peter is coming to Church Army with a wealth of experience from working as a member of clergy
in some challenging environments and is passionate about seeing change, hand-in-hand with the
gospel, bringing hope to people’s lives.
Chris Hardy caught up with Peter to find out a bit more about him, his faith and his heart
for people…

LIFE
“At the moment I live in Hampshire with my
wife, Tracey and our dog, Jaffa. Our daughters
Rebecca and Kezia are both away at university,
but it’s great when they get back to see us, and
currently we’re preparing to move to Sheffield
this year. We love walking in the Lakes, Scotland
and North Wales and are really looking forward
to exploring Sheffield’s Peak District. I also
hugely enjoy travel and I love seeing new places
and getting a sense of how differently people in
other places “do life”.

A bit about my background – I’m ordained, I
did my curacy in South East London, I was a
research fellow in Oxford for three years, then
Priest in Charge in Manchester, Miles Platting
and Ancoats. It was a tough old post-industrial
suburb and a really struggling kind of place. From
there I moved to Hampshire where the amount
of wealth was breath-taking in comparison to
the estates where I had previously been serving.
I realised how privileged I was to have been
given the gift of living part of my life in an area
of huge deprivation. That kind of thing changes
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it’s such a practical thing, you know, because it
costs God everything to do that. And it is most
especially for those who ordinarily experience
marginalisation, exclusion; those who are
having the good things of this world paraded
in front of them while they sit behind the bars
that we’ve made as a society. Sometimes seeing
that makes me cross I guess, but it also fuels my
desire to see change, and to want to be involved
in changing things.”

EVANGELISM
you; gives you eyes and ears, and a heart that
senses the reality of deprivation.
Most recently I have been on staff at
Lambeth Palace, working on something
called Transforming Effectiveness. As the
Church of England, we’re trying to digest our
contemporary challenges and opportunities.
They were there before the pandemic of course,
but the experience of the last year has increased
the urgency with which we need to address
them, as well as opening us to God’s and
our own creativity as we do so. Transforming
Effectiveness is one part of that journey of
development, and it is focused on how we
better organise ourselves to support the front
line mission of the Church.”

FAITH & ACTION
“For me, the entire character of God is always
missional, always outreaching. It seems to me
that the whole purpose of creation is to create
a world in which God can be in relationship
with us. As the story of scripture unfolds, we see
that always, God is reaching out and inviting;
addressing the things that separate us from God
and each other, and calling us close. In Christ
this comes to such fruition - God will go even this
distance just to be in relationship with us. And

“Everything we know and understand about
God is that He reaches out, not to conform
us or to channel us or to squeeze us, but
to be in relationship with us. Communion,
communication, community; they all have the
same linguistic root and I see this at the heart
of the character of God in how He deals with
all that He’s made. When we are involved in
evangelism, we are doing those same things
- it’s communion, it’s communication and it’s
community. We’re seeking to enable human life
and all that God has made to come to fulfilment
which ultimately comes in relationship with
God. I believe that God looks at us and wants
us to be everything that we can possibly be. To
be yearning for that in other people, and the
invitation of evangelism is to share God’s heart
for the world.
I’m excited to start meeting the people who
make up Church Army, to start getting outand-about, to find out what resonates and get
a sense of the heartbeat of the organisation and
see what is going on.”

Please be praying for Peter’s family as
they prepare to move to Sheffield, and
for Peter as he takes up the role in May
and begins to discover more about
Church Army.

We are excited to let you know about Faith Empowered, a resource from Church Army, designed
to train and develop local leaders in lay evangelism!
Developed in partnership with Edmundsbury and Ipswich Diocese, and drawing on the expertise of
the Training Team, Faith Empowered has been piloted successfully since 2018, and we are looking
forward to seeing its impact spread further.
Designed to draw together people from across a diocese, the material is to be delivered over a
year, at the end of which participants will be equipped to be leaders in evangelism in their local
church community.
The course has been built around four elements:
1. Eating Together - participants share a meal together and, prompted by Conversation Cards,
start to chat about their experiences and knowledge of the topic.
2. Dwelling Together - The group spends time reflecting on Scripture together, with passages
especially chosen to relate to the topic explored.
3. Learning Together - In this section the participants will discuss and explore what key thinkers
in mission and evangelism have written about each topic, from Building Relationships and
Listening to Context, to Learning from Failure and Enabling Others, the course will help
expand the knowledge of learners, and help them to apply it to their own context.
4. Praying Together - Each session ends with a time of guided interactive prayer. During
this time the learners may pray for themselves, their context, or each other, depending on
the session.
Faith Empowered is designed to be used in
a Diocesan context, to train cohorts of local
lay evangelists, and we are looking forward to
seeing the impact it has at both a Diocesan
and Parish level. To support this course, we
will be delivering Training the Trainer courses
locally, so that the course is run by people who
know and understand the context their learners
are working in, but who can also draw on the
expertise of Church Army.
If you would like more information about Faith
Empowered then please get in touch with
Jonny, Church Resource Officer by email at

jonny.price@churcharmy.org

Faith Empowered is one of three new
resources. To find out about our other
resources:
Faith Pictures – aimed at small groups
Faith Shared – aimed at churches
Visit www.churcharmy.org/resources
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YOUR GIFT MATTERS
3 When I consider your heavens,
the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars,
which you have set in place,
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them,
human beings that you care for them?

My six-year old granddaughter had a telescope
for Christmas and she’s so taken with what she
sees in the night sky, that she recently told me
that she wants to go to space one day. I love that.
She’s at the age where anything and everything is
possible because nobody has told her she can’t.
As we get older, all too often our world can
shrink as life experiences and unfortunate events
conspire to seemingly limit our choices. For
some this means they feel trapped by poverty,
poor physical or mental health, the lack of a job.
Dreams fade and life feels bleak. In this issue
of Catalyst you’ll read about the new Langley

- Psalm 8:3-4

Centre of Mission where evangelists Val and
Simeon are making it their job to help people
find hope, restore their dignity and to dream
again.
Your regular donation, whether large or small,
will make a lasting difference to those in need;
those who right now might need a telescope to
see hope but who God cares for just as much as
he cares for you and I.
May God bless you in 2021.
Paul Critchlow
Fundraising Team Leader

LIVING WELL IN LANGLEY
“ISAAC REOPENED THE WELLS THAT HAD BEEN DUG IN THE TIME OF HIS
FATHER ABRAHAM…” – Genesis 26:18
In November last year, during England’s second coronavirus lockdown, Church Army launched the
Langley Centre of Mission; partnering with the Diocese of Birmingham to bring hope to the streets
in one the West Midland’s most industrial areas.
Lead Evangelist Val Legg has moved to Langley and has been joined by Simeon Jarvis, the Centre’s
new Pioneer Evangelist. Simeon grew up in Langley and is currently looking for a house in the area.
Returning to where he grew up will be the fulfilment of a word from God for him to return to his roots.
Prayer Walking has been a huge part of how the team are preparing for long-term ministry in Langley.
Even when lockdown has restricted travel to the area, Simeon has used Google Street view to walk
down the roads he already knows so well, praying for God to open up opportunities for new ministry
and services to individuals and communities.
Inspired by the Bible verse Genesis 26:18, to reopen wells, bringing water of life to a thirsty region,
Val and Simeon have adopted the phrase 'living well in Langley'. This also speaks to their vision for
the people in Langley to have the opportunity to live well.

MEET SIMEON
God led me to the Pioneer
Evangelist position online,
really. I just felt a heaviness
inside me at the logistics
company where I used to
work. I felt God was telling
me it was time to leave, so
I said “what do I go into Lord?” and then I went
online. I can’t remember what I was searching
for, but I spelt a word wrong in the search bar
and felt God tell me to run the search anyway –
Pioneer Evangelist for Church Army was the first
thing that came up and I thought “wow, that’s
better than what I was asking you for, God”. I
had been asking God for a job that would fit in
with what I thought I needed but God had this
planned.
When I became a Christian, just over a decade
ago, I felt God say to me that He’d send me

Catalyst #12 11

back to the crowds from where I came. I wrote
it down. It wasn’t until afterwards that I saw that
the Pioneer position was in Langley and realised
that God was sending me back to my old neckof-the-woods.
I know the area really well and from prayer
walking recently, Val and me are getting a sense
that there is a big problem with unemployment
and mental health in Langley. For unemployment
I want to create a place that could be used to
help people into work, and also come alongside
them with the gospel. And with mental health;
it’s an issue everywhere at the moment,
with loneliness and depression throughout
COVID-19 but particularly in Langley, it has
been a problem for a long time.
We’ve also felt there is a need to work with exoffenders. There’s a building in the area that is
a sort of halfway-house for offenders; people
coming out of prison and being rehabilitated
back into community. The building is just off the
high street in Langley where I have been doing
some prayer-walking and I feel a leading to that
building - I want to help people with those sorts
of struggles.

Your support will further the work of
Langley Centre of Mission. You can give
today by visiting:
www.churcharmy.org/give

WAYS TO GIVE
PLEASE ALWAYS QUOTE: SUPPORTER ID REF (ON ADDRESS SHEET) AND CATALYST
Regular Giving helps us to budget more effectively. You can set up a Standing Order with
your bank using the details below or download a Direct Debit mandate from our website
churcharmy.org/directdebit
Donate Online: (including donations In Memory or In Celebration of a loved one)
churcharmy.org/donate

BY PHONE:
Call us on 0300 123 2113 (+44 300 123 2113 from Republic of Ireland)

INTERNET BANKING: (UK)

INTERNET BANKING: (REP. OF IRELAND)

Barclays Bank
Sort Code: 20-49-81
Account: 80255459
Account Name: Church Army

Bank of Ireland
Sort Code: 90-00-33
Account: 59292933
Account Name: Church Army

BY POST:
Cheques made payable to ‘Church Army’ should be sent to Church Army, Wilson Carlile Centre,
50 Cavendish Street, Sheffield, S3 7RZ

TRANSFORMATION GIFTS:
Buy a gift for a loved one in honour of a birthday, anniversary or other special day and change lives
churcharmy.org/TG

ETERNAL LEGACIES:
One in four of our frontline projects are funded by gifts left to us in a Will.

GIFT AID:
If you pay tax we can claim 25% extra on
your donation from HMRC at no cost to you.
Complete your Gift Aid Declaration online
churcharmy.org/giftaid

Church Army,
Wilson Carlile Centre,
50 Cavendish Street,
Sheffield, S3 7RZ
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